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Of Some 
7 billion men, women, and children  

… living on the planet Earth 
….Every fourth proclaims: 
 



This proclamation makes them Muslim  

 those who submit and commit to 
their Creator and Sustainer. 

 
 
 
Muslims believe in  

(i) Allah 
(ii) His Angels  
(iii) His Books  
(iv) His Messengers  
(v) the Last Day 
(vi) Divine decree 

 

دٌ رَسُولُ اللهَِّ  ُ مُحَمَّ  لا إلَِهَ إلاِ اللهَّ



The Last Book sent by 
Allah, the Most High 
is the Qur’an  

 Over 23 years 

 610-632 CE 

 Belief in Qur’an is  

 Central 

 Fundamental 

 Non-negotiable 



Specially Calligraphed for IEQ by Rasheed Butt, world-renowned 
calligrapher  



Muslims believe that  

• the Qur’an in Arabic is the actual word of Allah 

• translations of the Qur’an are not the actual word of Allah 

• Translations are renderings of the meaning 

• Reading a translation is not equal to the recitation of the 

actual Arabic text of the Qur’an, which was revealed in clear 

Arabic  (‘arabiyyun mubin) 
 

Muslims and the Qur’an 



For Even though the Qur’an is still 
 The Word of Allah, the Most High 

 A symbol of their “Islamism” 

 Part of the social rituals  

 Part of their spiritual rituals (like salat) 

 Without understanding the content, they 
still have faith in it 

Yet, today only 20% of Muslims   
can understand the Qur’an  

in its original Arabic! 



These Muslims turn to helpful 
sources such as 

 translations 

 commentaries 

 dictionaries of the Qur’an 
 
These sources are useful,  
but …  

They are also full of problems: 
• Translations come with the 
translator’s understanding 
• tafsirs are often out of reach 
for various reasons 
•Dictionaries do not provide 
full understanding 
• Sometimes these resources 
confuse rather than enlighten 



• 75% of some 7 billion men, women, 
and children  living on the planet 
Earth do not believe in the Qur’an 

•  Most of them have limited access to 
the message of the Qur’an 



Calligraphy for IEQ by Rasheed Butt, world-renowned calligrapher  
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Why IEQ? 
 Reaching out to all human beings, providing 

integrated encyclopedic knowledge on all 
concepts, persons, places, things, and events 
mentioned in the Qur’an…  
1. Translations do not provide  what seekers are 

looking for: e.g., what does the Qur’an say 
about Jihad, Women, Qalb, Belief… 

2. There is no Muslim-produced academic 
source on the Qur’an and academic world is 
from where “ideas/beliefs/biases” on Islam 
emerge 



Why IEQ… 
1. Almost one billion Muslims who have no 

access to the glorious tradition of Qur’an 
scholarship … 

2. Six billion non-Muslims, likewise, know very 
little of the enormous amount of scholarly 
works produced by Muslims over the last 14 
centuries 

3. Re-direct the course of Qur’anic Studies and 
change the direction of Academic discourse 
on the Qur’an and Islam for generations… 

 



Project of the Century 

The IEQ will be 
 an invaluable reference source 

 Comprehensive, fully referenced, scholarly 

 vast repository of classical Islamic literature 
on al-Qur’an 

 accessible to modern readers in a language 
and manner they can understand 

 



The Potential Readership 
of IEQ: 

1. Muslims interested in study of the Qur’an  
2. Non-Muslims who are curious about the Qur’an. 
3. Academia: academic specialists in the field of 

Qur’anic studies 
4. Faculty, graduate students in religious studies 

departments 
5. Researchers engaged with any aspect of Islam 



Key Features of IEQ 



 fundamental premise: the Qur’an is a 
revealed text 

 integrates a large body of classical 
scholarship on the Qur’an 

 maintains highest academic standards 

 embraces various perspectives present in 
Islamic exegetical literature 

 a much-needed alternative to Orientalist 
and neo-orientalist works on the Qur’an 
 

 



 Almost 600 Entries, drawn from the 
thematic structure of the Qur’an 

 Seven volumes, approximately 550-600  
pages each 
 Several hundred cross-references 
 Addresses all concepts, places, persons, 

things, and events mentioned in the Qur’an 
 Written by Muslim scholars/ specialists in 

Qur’anic Studies from all over the world 
 First international project of its kind on the 

Qur’an 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All entries are internally linked to provide greater clarity to the message of the Qur’an. For example, the Qur’anic concept of ‘calling toward Allah’ (al-da‘wah ila’Llah) is internally linked to the Qur’anic concept of ‘witnessing’, as the Qur’an calls Muslims witnesses upon humankind (shuhada ‘ala al-nas). Likewise, the Prophet is also a witness upon his umma. IEQ entries reflect this internal coherence and are interlinked through cross-references.



Editions and Translations 

Hardcover & 
Paperback editions 

Translations – 
Western 

languages 

Affordable 
worldwide 

Online/Digital 
edition 

Translations 
Arabic, Persian, 

Bahasa, Urdu, etc 



IEQ Organization 

IEQ 

Management 
& Marketing Editorial Board Finance 

Advisory 
Board 



Editorial Board 

General 
Editor 

Associate 
Editors 
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Editors 

Language 
Editor Consultants 

Advisory 
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International Advisory Board 

• Dr. M. M. al-Azami (Riyadh, KSA) 
• Dr. Waleed B. Al-Amri (Madinah University, KSA) 
• Dr. Nur al-Din ʿItr (Abu Nur, Damascus, Syria) 
• Dr. Samir al-Nas (Syria) 
• Dr. Kamal Hassan (IIIU-Malaysia, KL, Malaysia) 
• Dr. Zafar Ishaq Ansari (IIIU, Islamabad, Pakistan) 
• Dr. Muzammil Siddiqui (ISNA, USA) 
• Shaykh Abdullah Idris Ali (ICNA, Canada) 
 

 



Dr. Muzaffar Iqbal 
General Editor 

Zacharia al Khatib Basit Kareem Iqbal 

Assistant Editors 

Dr. Gibril Haddad 

Associate Editors 

Dr. Muhammad Isa 
Waley 

Language Editor 

Aasim Rashid Dr. Oktavas Csaba Naseer Ahmad 



Text Generation process 

Author 

Blind Review 

Revision/checking 
by experts 

Associate Editor 

Assistant Editor 

Language Editor 



Text Generation process 



Publication Schedule, inshallah 

 Volume 1 (A—B): Published 2013 

 Volume 2 (Bea-D): 2016 

 Thereafter, one volume every 18 months 



Funding 
 IEQ relies on  
 private donations from individuals  
 donations from businesses  
 Grants from awqaf 
 Sales of IEQ 

 Donations can be sent directly to  
 Center for Islamic Science, Canada (www.cis-ca.org) 
 Donors will receive an official, tax-deductible receipt 

 IEQ accounts are audited annually and remain 
transparent throughout. 

 Note: IEQ does not qualify for zakat funds 



http://www.iequran.com/ 



The Qur’an, Muslims and the 
challenge of neo-Orientatlism 

 What are the challenges faced by Muslims with 
regard to the Qur’an? 



The Academic Discourse on the 
Qur’an:  

What is available to them as resources on the Qur’an? 

 Translations 
 General books/guides to 

the Qur’an 
 Reference works  (only 

two encyclopedias in 
English) 

 Dictionaries… 
 

 



Brill’s encyclopedia of the Qur’an 

  Authors Articles 
  No. % No. % 
Non-
Muslims 223 80.5% 524 82% 
Muslims 54 ~19.5% 114 18% 
          
TOTAL 277 638 

No. of 
articles by 
one author 

no. of 
authors 

Total articles 
no. % 

20 1 20 2.8% 
16 1 16 2.3% 
15 1 15 2.1% 
14 1 14 2.0% 
11 3 33 4.7% 
10 2 20 2.8% 
9 1 9 1.3% 
8 1 8 1.1% 

=19.1% 
7 5 35 5.0% 
6 9 54 7.6% 
5 12 60 8.5% 
4 13 52 7.4% 
3 41 123 17.4% 
2 64 128 18.1% 
1 120 120 17.0% 

= 80.9% 

TOTAL   638 100% 



 Here is a specimen of the attitude of EQ 
toward the Prophet’s household from the 
article: “Wives of the Prophet” (EQ, V: 506-21): 
 
 

 “Many of the accounts of life in 
the Prophet’s household contain 
detailed descriptions of the 
jealousies and domestic quarrels 
of the Mothers of the Believers. 
These reports present the 
Prophet’s wives as a petty, 
greedy, backbiting and power 
hungry lot.” 

 



 “Many traditions state that the 
women were dissatisfied with them 
manner in which food and other 
presents were distributed among 
them. But most of the jealousy 
narratives have a sexual and 
emotional theme…  

 …Āisha, for example, is said to have 
been most fearful when the Prophet 
had married the Meccan Makhzūmī 
aristocrat Umm Salama, or brought 
home the beautiful Arab war captive 
Juwayriyya, or the young Jewish war 
captive afi yya. Umm Salama was 
especially prone to jealousy.”  

(EQ, 5:518) 

 



The Qur’an, Orientalism, 
and the Encyclopaedia of 
the Qur’an 
Journal of Qur’anic Research 
and Studies 
Volume 3 Issue 5 2008, 
pp. 5-41 
King Fahd Qur’an 
Complex, Madinah, KSA 

Western Academia and the 
Qur’an: Some Enduring 
Prejudices 
The Muslim World Book Review, 
30:1, 2009, pp.6-18 
Islamic Foundation, Liecester, 
UK 
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Dangers for Muslims from the non-
Muslim works on the Qur’an 

 The are the consequences of the presence of 
Brill’s Encyclopedia of the Qur’an in every major 
library of the world? 

 What would happen once this work is available 
in Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Persian and languages 
spoken in the Muslim world? cf. EI and its 
impact 



What are we going to do about it? 



  جزاكم االله خير الجزاء

Donations can be sent to: 
Center for Islamic Sciences (CIS) 

349-52252 Range Road 215 
Sherwood Park, AB T8E 1B7 

Canada 
cis@cis-ca.org; www.cis-ca.org; www.iequran.com 

 
CIS is registered with the government of 

Canada as a not-for-profit charity. 
(Charity no. 86447 2899 RR0001)  
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