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CHAMBERS

HUJURAT, BUYUT

Definitions and Usage

Chambers in this entry refer to the dwelling places of
the Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, and his
wives, Allah be well-pleased with them all. These are
mentioned in the Qur’an once as hujurat (sing. hujra,
hwjar if referring to three) and three times as buyiit
(“houses”). The former appears in Surat al-Hujurat
(Q 49) and the latter three times in Surat al-Ahzab:
once (Q 33:53) as ascribed to the Prophet himself
(buyut al-Nabi, “houses of the Prophet”), and twice (Q
33:33-34) to his wives (buyiutikunna). The commentar-
ies treat hujurat and buyut as synonymous, referring to
the dwellings of the wives of the Prophet, upon him
blessings and peace, which were constructed around
his Mosque in Madina (¢f. Baydawi; Baghawt; Alusi).
The root h-j-r originally bears the meaning of
prevention (man‘) and enclosure (thata) (Ibn Faris;
Fayruzabadi). Derivatives of this root occur 21 times
in the Qur’an denoting (apart from the 16 with the
meaning of “stone”) something forbidden or restrict-
ed (Q 6:138; 25:22, 53), someone under another’s
guardianship (Q 4:23), or a person of discernment (Q
89:5).

The root b-y-t bears the meaning of “house, build-
ing, tent, apartment, abode (q.v.), place of return, and
site of reunion (majma* al-shaml),” whence the usage
of bayt for a verse hemistich, “because it is a collec-
tion of utterances, letters, and meanings on a specific
rhythm” (Ibn Faris). Derivatives of this root occur 73
times in the Qur’an.

Location and Description

Each of the Prophets wives had one chamber
appended to his Mosque (¢f. al-Suhayli, al-Rawd 2:13;
Zamakhshari; Alasi, sub Q 49:4). Two were built at
the time of the initial construction of the Mosque,
shortly after the Prophet’s arrival in Madina in Rabi*
I 0/September 622. One of these two was for his wife
Sawda bt. Zam‘a (d. 54/674), and the other for his
betrothed, ‘A’isha bt. Abi Bakr (d. 58/678), whom he
wed shortly after the completion of the Mosque. Both
of these chambers were contiguous with the eastern
wall of the Mosque (al-Samhudi, Wafa’ al-wafa, 2:52).
Seven more were added later. Muhammad Ibn Sa‘d
b. Mani® al-Zuhri (d. 230/ca.845), the author of the
Kitab al-tabagat al-kabir, reports on the authority of
‘Imran b. Anas that of the nine, “four houses (buyit)

were made of adobe (labin) and included rooms made
of palm fronds, and five houses were made of palm
fronds but had no [separate] rooms... and they were
three cubits [long] and one cubit [wide]” (Ibn Sa‘d,
1:387). The cubits in this latter report are clearly
different from those in al-Bukhari, Adab p. 209-210;
see below.

Regarding their size Muhammad b. Isma‘l
al-Bukhart (194-256/810-870) reports on the author-
ity of Dawud b. Qays who said: “I saw the chambers
made of palm fronds covered by layers of animal hair.
The width of the house from the door of the cham-
ber to the door of the house was, I think, about six
to seven cubits (approx. 3-3.5 meters), and they were
about ten cubits (approx. 5.2 meters) from inside.”
Al-Bukhari also reports that Hurayth b. al-S2’ib said
he heard al-Hasan al-Basri (21-110/642-728) say: “I
used to enter the houses of the wives of the Prophet,
upon him blessings and peace, during the Caliphate
of “‘Uthman b. ‘Affan (d. 35/656), and I could reach
the ceiling with my hands” (al-Bukhari, al-Adab p.
209-210; Suyuti, Durr, Altsi, sub Q 49:4; also in Ibn
Sa‘d, 1:388).

Abu al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Khath‘ami
al-Suhayli (508-581/1114-1185) provides a detailed
description: “As for his houses, there were nine of
them. Some [were built] with palm fronds and mud,
while the ceiling was made from palm fronds; others
[were built] from stones put atop one another, with
a palm-frond ceiling... his bed, upon him blessings
and peace, was made of few timbers joined by fiber-
thread” (al-Suhayli, al-Rawd 2:13-14). The doors of
the chambers opened toward the Mosque. In addition
to these nine dwellings, certain Companions (includ-
ing Abt Bakr (d. 13/634), ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan, ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib (13s1-40/609-660), Abt Ayyub al-Ansari (d.
52/672), and al-‘Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib (d. 32/653)
had houses with doors opening onto the Mosque.
Shortly before his death, the Prophet ordered that
all these doors be walled up, including those of the
chambers, except for the door of Abu Bakr (¢f Ibn
Sa‘d, 2:175).

All of the chambers were incorporated into the
Mosque during the reign of the Umayyad caliph
al-Walid b. ‘Abd al-Malik (50-668/96-715)—an act to
which many of the Followers (tabi‘un) objected. The
Follower Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib (d. 94/713) is reported to
have said on this occasion, “I wish they had left them
as they were, for the people of Madina and people
coming from other lands to see what the Prophet,
upon him blessings and peace, had been content



